
420 Unit 7: Learner Differences

TABLE 20.2	 Description of Selected WISC-V Subtests

COGNITIVE AREA DESCRIPTION OF A WISC-V TASK
Verbal Comprehension Vocabulary: Student gives definitions of words presented by the examiner as a question 

(“What is a . . . ?”).

Visual-Spatial Reasoning Block Design: Student views a picture of a design and must recreate it within a specified 
time period using red and white blocks.

Fluid Reasoning Matrix reasoning: Student views a grid with a missing piece and selects the item from 
several choices that best completes the matrix.

?

1 2 3 4 5

Working Memory Digit Span: Examiner says a series of digits (ranging from 2 to a maximum of 9), and the 
student repeats the digits in the exact order.

Processing Speed Symbol Search: Within a specified time period, student indicates whether a specified 
target symbol appears in an array of symbols. For example:

Target: ♠	 Array: ╩ ≤ ◘

Simulated items similar to those in the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children–Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2014 by NCS 
Pearson, Inc. Reproduced with permission. All rights reserved.

Interpreting IQ Scores
IQ scores reveal a test taker’s relative standing on an IQ test as compared with the scores of other, 
similar individuals on the same test. This is called a norm-referenced interpretation—judging 
how the student performs compared to others in the norm group (all other test takers with similar 
characteristics). Psychologists make a norm-referenced interpretation by converting a test taker’s 
raw score, the number of items correctly answered, to a deviation IQ, a score that indicates how 
far above or below the average a student scored on the IQ test compared to same-age individuals. 
To interpret a student’s deviation IQ, we must compare it to the normal (or bell-shaped) curve 

Norm-Referenced 
testing: See Module 25


